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Calls  

Announcements  

This quarterly newsletter provides 

information on the National 

Resource CentreɅs activities, on the 

latest developments in the civil 

society sector in Albania, on the 

funding, capacity enhancement, 

networking opportunities for CSOs, 

and other relevant news from the 

region and beyond. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ  

On December 4, 2020, the National Resource Center for Civil Society in Albania organised the 
National Conference of Civil Society in Albania.  
The conference brought together over 130 representatives of civil society organizations, networks 
and civil society activists, as well as representatives of state institutions, donors and international 
organizations, to discuss issues related to the development of the sector and its role in policy-
making, strengthening of democracy and in social economic development of the country. 
 

ϥn her greeting speech Ms. Ariola Agolli, Program Director for Partners Albania and Resource 
Center Manager emphasized that: Ɉϥn this second year of its activity, the Resource Center comes with 
an increased and more consolidated role in the sector as a civil society platform at the national level, 
supporting sector capacity building, strengthening political dialogue and advocacy eϜorts for an 
enabling environment and beyond. The support of the Center is an important strategic investment in 
support of the non-proɲt sector in the country, not simply and only in the context of strengthening the 
latter for its role in strengthening democracy, the rule of law, economic development, social inclusion 
and as service provider, but also as a supporter of political dialogue closely related to the agenda of 
European integration and its advancement.ɉ 

The conference was greeted by H.E. Mr. Luigi Soreca, Head of the Delegation of the European 
Union to Albania who during his speech said: "Civil society involvement in policy-making is essential 
but currently unsatisfactory in Albania. Public authorities should ensure the participation of civil society 
in reform processes. ϥmportant eϜorts are still needed to have eϜective consultation processes with civil 
society before legislation is adopted. Consultation that are not done consistently and coherently, may 
compromise the quality of new laws and future steps in the accession process". 

Organised in two main sessions, in the 
introductory panel, the conference provided 
an overview of the sector development on 
three aspects:  
(1) The shrinking space for civil society, 
enabling environment and the role of 
sector in the path toward EU Accession  

(2) Rule of Law, democracy and participation 
in policy making and legislative processes  

(3) Fundamental rights, freedom of expression 
and media   

followed by 3 thematic discussions, further 
exploring the main problems, challenges and 
perspectives of the issues presented as part 
of the previous introductory panel. 
During the second session of the Conference 
ɈOpen Space Discussionɉ participants 
discussed in 8 thematic workshops, on issues 
proposed by the organizations themselves at 
the conference. The workshops were led by 

the proposing organizations aiming to generate 
discussion in the sector and exploring together 
ways of collaborations to advance issues and 
dialogue with institutions and other actors. 
At the end of the conference, a document was 
drafted with summaries of presentations and 
discussions in panels, as well as discussions 
and recommendations in groups and thematic 
workshops. 
The document was widely shared with all 
stakeholders involved in the conference and 
other actors at the center of the discussions, as 
well as with other stakeholders and the general 
public. 
ϥn the following, based on it, will be discussed 
with other actors and institutions to follow up 
on issues raised and recommendations given. 

Read the full Conference paper here with a 

summary of the discussions and 

recommendations  

https://bit.ly/35eliCB
https://bit.ly/35eliCB
https://bit.ly/35eliCB
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Advocacy & Policy dialogue 

ϥnformation session with young people of the high school 
"28 November" in Shkodra, on the importance of career 

counseling  - Shkodra Regional Oʛce  

From meetings with representatives of civil society 
organizations BERMϥ - Shkodra Regional Oʛce  

Assisting the group of NPOs of the Soda Forest Petition 
to discuss the next steps following the oʛcial response 
received from the Mayor of Vlora- Vlora Regional Oʛce  

Discussion with youth organizations about its activism 
and importance in society  - Shkodra Regional Oʛce  

Help desk services to local NPOs, on  project proposals 
writing as well as participating in online meetings / 
trainings in their areas of interest - Vlora Regional 

Oʛce  

Assisting the Civil Forum of Selenica on drafting of an 
advocacy campaign on the construction of two 

playgrounds - Vlora Regional Oʛce  

Activities from the regional oʛces of the National Resource Center for Civil Society in Albania  

Strengthening CSO networks and coalitions in Albania for more initiatives and greater impact 

Through the technical assistance program the Center continues to support further strengthening of networks, coalitions and formal and informal 
groups of CSOs. 

ϥn this second year of the program, assistance was focused on addressing the needs of mainly newly established networks, including their internal 
consolidation, drafting of Strategic Plans, capacity building and mentoring in advocacy and lobbying, and Fundraising Plans in support of priority 
issues as well as technical assistance and facilitation in cooperation with relevant law enforcement institutions. 

ß National Climate Network 

ß Young Professionals Network 

ß Selenica Civil Forum   

ß Group of  organizations for development 

              of volunteerism 
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NPO Academy 
Each year, the November-December period coincide with the closing activities of the Program of the NPO Academy. The Center has continued 

with the planned activities as part of the annual program such as the organization of Study Visits, the development of the last mentoring sessions 

and the Graduation Ceremony.  

 

                                                                   Assistance and mentoring sessions for NPO Academy 

participants  

ϥn addition to the lectures, in these months about 15 group mentoring sessions were held with the participants of the Academy, to guide and 

provide assistance in improving their internal organizational policies and procedures, project proposals writing, strategic, communication and 

fundraising plans, etc., thus contributing directly to increasing the standards of work in their organizations and their sustainability. 

ONE Telecommunications , Mrs. Sibel Pipa and Mr. Verdi Norja, the support and contribution that provides to CSOs for their initiatives on 
opportunities for bilateral cooperation ; 

Albanian Parliament , Mrs. Ejona Manjani, structures, procedures for the involvement of NPOs in the consultation processes, as well as the 
intersectoral cooperation . 

National Council for Civil Society, Mr. Blendi Dibra, the undertaken work and initiatives by the Council during its mandate, focusing on the 
challenges encountered.  

Study Visits  

Capacity Building  

This year of the NPO Academy 2020 brings us to virtual meetings and introductory visits to important public and private institutions. As part of 
Academy visits, participants had the opportunity to discuss with representatives of:  

https://www.facebook.com/one.albania
https://www.parlament.al/
http://www.parlament.al/
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The Graduation Ceremony of the NPO Academy 2020 participants  

The closing of the NPO Academy program, culminates with the graduation ceremony that this year was held on December 20, 2020. Although under 

the anti-Covid-19 measures, participants now Alumni, got together to crown a year of eϜorts and investment in increasing their individual knowledge 

as well as further organizational consolidation of their organization. During the ceremony, the graduated participants expressed their appreciation 

for participating in this program, focusing on the opportunities oϜered by the program activities such as networking and exchange of experiences 

between participants not only for issues of development and organizational sustainability but also for further knowledge on developments within 

the sector.  
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Training Programs for CSOs  

During this period the National Resource Center has continued with the organization of the online training programs dedicated to the non-proɲt 
sector based on their needs or requests. 
About 140 CSOs representatives from the cities of Vlora, Fier, Berat, Kuçova, Përmet, Saranda, Puka, Kukës, Lezha, Malësi e Madhe and Gjirokastra 
participated in 8 regional trainings and further increased their knowledge on: "Crowdfunding and other Alternative Funding Resources", "Support 
programs and funding schemes of the European Union", "Storytelling through online creative toolsɉ and Ɉ Project proposals writing and managing 
EU projects ɉ. 
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EU TACSO publishes ɈAssessment of the Needs for Enabling Environ-

ment and Civil Society Capacities of the Western Balkans and Turkeyɉ 

for the period 2018-2019 

EU TACSO 3 has drafted and published a comprehensive analysis of the state of civil society in 

the Balkans Western and Turkey. BCSDN was selected through an open call for drafting this 

report. During the period autumn and winter 2019 together with the members of the network 

(Civic ϥnitiatives, CPCD, CRNVO, KCSF, MCϥC and Partners Albania) conducted data collection and 
analysis for each of the countries. 

Through intensive consultations with nearly 700 CSOs, public institutions, donors and other 
actors interested, the research ɲndings are validated and synthesized in the form of Report. 
The report presents the ɲndings, conclusions and recommendations regarding the three main 
areas of enabling environment for the development of civil society, the dynamics of government 
CSO relations and the capacity of civil society organizations. Read the full report 

The European Commission has published the 2020 Enlargement 

Package 

The Albanian 2020 Report highlights that no progress has been made on the 

implementation of the roadmap on an enabling environment for civil society.  

The Law on the National Council for Civil Society needs to be amended to reɳect changes in 

ministerial portfolios and provide for appropriate representation in the Council.  

Substantial eϜorts are needed to ensure meaningful and systematic consultations with civil 

society as part of an inclusive policy dialogue for reforms. These eϜorts should involve 

comprehensive feedback and follow up mechanisms.  

The ɲnancial sustainability of civil society organisations remains a challenge due to 

unfavorable ɲscal and legal frameworks. 

The Report also highlights the role of Albanian civil society and provision of rapid ɲrst response during the post-earthquake emergency in 

November 2019 and again in the course of the outbreak of the COVϥD-19 pandemic reaching out to most vulnerable and remote citizens, 

supporting and complementing state interventions. 

For more ɲndings read the #Albanian 2020 Report   

The full Enlargement Package  

https://tacso.eu/first-coherent-picture-of-civil-society-capacity-and-conditions-in-the-western-balkans-and-turkey-for-the-period-2018-19-full-report-and-country-briefs-available/
http://tacso.eu/first-coherent-picture-of-civil-society-capacity-and-conditions-in-the-western-balkans-and-turkey-for-the-period-2018-19-full-report-and-country-briefs-available/?fbclid=IwAR3mB__R3CUDBwvCuHBw--oMXgw83ayD4T6aR2UPzne_n1NVY4f2904S58k
https://bit.ly/2GJxZfi
https://bit.ly/3jDA5fd
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During December 1-9, 2020, the ϥntegrity Week in Albania was held for the second time, an 

initiative of ϥCC Albania, in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice and with the support of the 

Embassy of the Netherlands in Albania and the Delegation of the European Union in Albania 

Under the hashtag #weekoɲntegrityAL , 53 partners aimed to 

raise awareness and promote ethical behavior, transparency, 

accountability and eϜorts in the ɲght against corruption.  

The panel discussions brought to attention a full overview of the 

challenges faced by today society, companies, academia, 

Albanian, regional and global youth, but also recommendations 

for further solutions for various stakeholders. 

 

Read more   

Week of ϥntegrity in Albania 

ɈEstablishment of Social Enterprises in Conɲscated Assets from the 

Organized Crimeɉ - Practical Guide  

Conɲscated assets from organized crime are an important resource for the territory where they are located. 
Returning illegally acquired property to the community for use in social purposes is an eϜective strategy in the 
joint ɲght against organized crime. 

The management of these assets by civil society organizations and the opportunity to transform them into 
spaces where necessary economic and social activities take place at the same time, directly aϜects the well-
being of the community through the production of goods and services and the generating of employments 
opportunities.This practical guide developed by Partners Albania based on the ɲrst experience in the country of 
reusing the conɲscated assets from organized crime in support to all NPOs in their eϜorts to develop a social 
enterprise.  

Through a practical and concrete approach, the Guide provides the necessary steps that organizations should 
follow in undertaking such initiatives, the responsible institutions, relevant legal framework, examples of 
successful entrepreneurship initiatives, etc.  

wead here brochure outlining the key components and achievements of #CAUSE - Conɲscated Assets  Use of 
for Social Entrepreneurship.  

Online meeting on transparency in the Albanian Parliament 

National Democratic ϥnstitute (NDϥ) in collaboration with the Secretariat for Transparency and 

ϥnformation Technology, in the Albanian Parliament, in December held a virtual meeting to 

present and discuss the ɲndings of the study "VϥEWS ON TRANSPARENCY: REDUCϥNG THE GAP 

BETWEEN THE PARLϥAMENT AND CϥVϥC SOCϥETY" developed by ϥDRA, related to transparency and 

improving access to the Albanian Parliament. 

The ɲndings reɳect views and assessments of MPs, parliamentary staϜ, civil society organizations 

and journalists on issues of transparency, accessibility and accountability in the Albanian 

Parliament. 

Read more on the meeting 

3d European Convention of Youth Work (EYWC)  

Throughout December 7-10, the 3rd European Youth Labor Convention was held. 

Around 50 countries were present in the digital space created during four days of ses-

sions, presentations, interactive seminars, as part of the development of the strategic 

framework for further developing and strengthening youth work practices and policies 

in Europe. Albania had its delegation with representatives mainly from youth organiza-

tions in the country.   

Read more  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/weekofintegrityal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVgrBD-R2ksL7HO97bEaPMUHxrds-x--UYYGJi7SmFJefNGzSRrMzr-KlSGBMRsr_MpKCKPkyujXE-YP2yOJNgKyMt5VgIWTPNXFq5m80Z63c_d4SsDaUetG5R9u6gbjkkPGkVcjyPOzV5ZbhW3MfCo&__tn__=*NK-R
https://weekofintegrity.al/
https://bit.ly/33XfkEy
https://www.facebook.com/ndialbania
https://m.facebook.com/ndialbania/posts/2003447433123534?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV7L3uaEH3UCAS7gNheE88sXNp144k9xol2eT4KQ0Bv4pDi0kn3wB-AD7kt09Zb2BZzYfSuwMwxU8xyFHRBKPLFGviKe8nLDLvbOR0qeiukmqruaC9aaBV4ioc0yWgjYC2zZY0LIUpIEsI4tYpO4X8r&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/ndialbania/posts/2003447433123534?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWW-XCXxVi4-XKZz_utlrV4ej4A6yGTpfushukuagKToNfWatAJXQ01HXV1HbaqzxwLH2kTLB9ifRlfZQKZnSX10RJ6KLNuZW0VEex-OwpbcNbLs5joKWl8nnCRCajSVg7777rxry15yPUEvk5oDVhR&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PertejBarrierave/posts/1485249531671928
http://partnersalbania.org/publication/udhezues-praktik-per-ojf-te-ngritja-e-sipermarrjeve-sociale-ne-prona-te-konfiskuara-nga-krimi-i-organizuar/
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ϥndex of Political, Social, Economic Participation of Youth  

2019 CSO Sustainability ϥndex, Albania  

ϥn November, USAϥD CSO Sustainability ϥndex (CSOSϥ) 2019 for Albania was published. 

According to the ɲndings, the overall sustainability of the Albanian civil society sector did 

not change in 2019.  

Financial sustainability continues to be the weakest dimension of CSO sustainability that 

continues to be accompanied by a lack of resource diversiɲcation, high dependence on 

international donors, and lack of access to public funds. The report issued by the 

ϥnstitute for Democracy and Mediation acknowledge the contribution of the National 

Resource Centre as an important infrastructure in helping the development of the CSO 

sector in Albania, with its wide territorial coverage through the two regional oʛces. 

During its two yearsɅ of activity, the Center counts over 250 activities in increasing the 

CSOs, networks and CSOs groups capacity and facilitate a series of advocacy initiatives in 

the frame of an enabling environment for the development of civil society. Read the full 

report here 

 

National Conferenceɀ The New EU Roma Strategy and the Fight Against Antigypsyism in Albania 

Catalogue of Best Practices for the Provision of Social Care Services  

For the fourth year in a row, in the framework of monitoring the participation of young people in the country, 

the ϥndex of Political, Social and Economic Participation of Youth has been published. 

The monitoring report provides a brief description of the current data on the political, social and economic 

participation of youth in Albania based on the measurement of a set of pre-deɲned indicators. The report, 

developed by Partners Albania, is part of the Regional ϥndex published by the regional network Youth Hub 

Western Balkan and Turkey and serves as a guide foe evidence based policy recommendations and advocacy 

initiatives for youth participation. 

Read the full report here 

On December 2020, was held online ɈThe National Conference-The new EU Roma strate-

gy And the ɲght against Antigypsyism in Albaniaɉ hosted by Zentralrat Deutscher Sinti und 

Roma, Roma Active Albania, and ERGO Network, with the support of the European Union 

and Auswärtiges Amt. The conference encouraged very serious discussions on Antigypsy-

ism in the course of the new EU Roma Strategy, which sets target by 2030 in the area of 

ɲghting and preventing antigypsyism and discrimination.  

Recommendations for national strategic frameworks under the new EU Roma Strategic 

Framework for Equality, ϥnclusion and Participation can be found here. 

Civil society organizations for years have played a crucial 

role in providing social services. ϥn order to identify the 

best practices in providing social care services provided 

by the state social care centers and civil society 

organizations, Partners Albania and UNDP held a National 

Competition "Best practices in providing social care 

services ". 

 

15 practices were selected through a competitive process in which about 200 

service providers were invited to participate, and were evaluated based on 

several criteria, such as: quality and suitability of service, innovation, results, 

sustainability, cooperation with other actors, possibility of replication, etc. These 

practices are part of the Catalog of Best Practices in Providing Social Care 

Services, which you can ɲnd here 


